
1 

ARK Observational Analysis Privacy Notice 

December 2018 

Name and contact details of organisation  

Oxford University Hospitals (OUH) NHS Foundation Trust, based in the United Kingdom, is the 

administering authority for the Antibiotic Review Kit for Hospitals programme of research. This 

analysis of anonymised health information is part of that programme. OUH is the sole data controller 

in respect of the data for this analysis. Data will be stored and analysed within NHS firewalls, hence 

the Trust is the sole controller and processor. The data controller can be contacted at 

Information.Governance@ouh.nhs.uk. 

The University of Oxford is a collaborator in the programme. For the purpose of this analysis, 

individuals from the University of Oxford are involved but these individuals either have employment 

contracts or honorary contracts with the OUH and are acting as agents of OUH when controlling or 

processing the data.  

Key contact 

The contact is Eric Budgell, Medical Statistician, Eric.budgell@ndm.ox.ac.uk

Purpose of study 

The ARK observational analysis is a component of the broader ARK programme. It is an analysis of 

routinely collected, anonymised, electronic data from acute/general medical inpatients admitted to 

NHS hospitals in England from the Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) dataset. It is a Trust-level analysis 

investigating associations between Trust-level antibiotic usage and Trust-level outcome data across 

129 acute care NHS Trusts.  

The lawful basis for processing 

The lawful basis for collecting, storing, and using these personal data, as defined by the EU General 

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is ‘Public Task’. These personal data are used for health and social 

care research, which is a task in the public interest. 

Categories of data collected 

The anonymised data is obtained from NHS Digital. The data are routinely submitted to them from 

English NHS Trusts. The following anonymised data are provided to OUH for the observational analysis: 

 Age at admission (years) 

 Gender 

 Ethnicity 

 Index of multiple deprivation score 

 Clinical Classifications Software group of primary diagnosis code associated with each 
admission 

 Charlson co-morbidity score (calculated from secondary diagnosis codes) 

 Immunosuppression (calculated from the secondary diagnosis codes) 

 Intended management (admitted overnight, not admitted overnight, etc) 

 Patient classification (actual management: admitted overnight, not admitted overnight etc) 

 Admission day of the week, day of the year 
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 Calendar year of admission 

 Admission method 

 Admission source 

 Length of stay 

 Number of days of high-dependency/augmented care  

 Number of admissions (excluding as day case) in the previous year  

 Binary indicator of whether or not the patient died within 14 or within 30 days of the 
admission (no information about date of death is provided) 

 Re-admission (non-elective) within 30 days of discharge 

These data are obtained for all patients admitted under acute/general medical and associated 

specialities.

Details of transfers of personal data 

This study uses existing, routinely collected electronic data. No identifiable data are used. Data 

collected are not used for any other purpose. Under no circumstances are data used for marketing 

purposes nor are they made available or transferred to any third parties outside of the study team.  

Retention details 

Data were collected from 2009 – 2017 and will be retained until December 2020, and then deleted. 

No identifiable data are used. The amount of personal (health) data collected was limited to that 

needed to address the research question, and was obtained, stored (within the NHS N13 firewall) and 

transferred securely for legitimate purposes. 

Rights available to individuals 

All patients can request that their NHS records are not released for secondary use (for example, in 

Hospital Episode Statistics). Patients who have opted out of sending their hospital records to the NHS 

Digital would not have information included in this study.

NHS Digital have approved this analysis.


